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         VETERINARY MEDICAL TEACHING HOSPITAL

530-752-1393

BANDAGE CARE

Your pet is being discharged from the UCD Veterinary Teaching Hospital with a bandage.  This bandage is an important component to their recovery as it provides support, a barrier to infectious organisms and protection from painful mechanical damage.  We discharge your pet with a bandage and expectations that it will only provide beneficial effects to your pet.  Without your vigilance, however, severe complications can arise from the bandage so it is imperative that you follow the following instructions:

1. The bandage must always remain clean and dry.  Keep your pet away from wet hazards such as mud, spills, urine and feces as much as possible. If the grass is wet or even damp (as is often the case in the morning), please place an impervious plastic bag around the bandage to protect it.  If the bandage becomes wet or soiled, remove it immediately and call the VMTH or your local veterinarian for instructions.  

2. The bandage must stay in its current location.  Please dissuade your pet from tampering with the bandage by using an Elizabethan collar or your stern command. Also, limit your pet’s activity until the bandage is removed, as rigorous activity can cause the bandage to shift in position.  If the bandage slips or your pet tampers with it, again, please remove it and call the VMTH or your veterinarian.

3. Bandages can, with time, settle into alternative positions which can prove problematic.  By being vigilant, you can spot potential problems and help avert potential complications.  If you can see your pet’s toes please check them every 6 hours.  If the toes begin to swell or splay apart, or your pet seems agitated and even vocalizes, this is potentially a sign that the bandage has become too tight. If either of these signs occur, please call us or your local veterinarian.

4. If you notice that your pet has discharge from a wound (surgical or otherwise) which is soaking through the bandage and creating a spot on the surface of the bandage, call us or your local veterinarian immediately.  This situation is called “strike-through” and is a sign that the wound should be inspected and the bandage should be changed.

Please call us at (530) 752-1393 if you have any questions or concerns.
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